A Note From the JPAT President

Wow, the new school year is upon us! | want to give a warm welcome to all the
new students, parents, and teachers to Jefferson, and aimtcome backio all
returning to Jefferson.

JPAT (Jefferson Parents And Teachers) is a group of parents, teachers, staff, fami-
lies and friends dedicated to the support of Jefferson Elementary School. Family
involvement is essential in helping a child grow to his or her fullest potential.
Become a voting member of JPAT by purchasing a membership for $10.00 per
year. This allows you to vote on budget issues as they arise and the annual bud-
get in the Spring. Membership forms are available on the JPAT bulletin board

in the school, the back of this month's newsletter, through Susan Hetherington,
JPAT Secretary, and the JPAT website.

JPAT's major focus areas are:

v Providing ®nancial support for educational programs, materials, and ®eld
trips that enhance our children's educational experiences in art, literature,
science, and music.

v Building community by sponsoring special school events, projects, activi-
ties, and speakers.

v Supporting staff needs through purchases of classroom materials and
recognition of staff efforts.

v Recruiting volunteers to assist in school and community activities.
v Maintaining open communication between the school and the home.

Thank you to the many parents and Jefferson staff who attended our ®rst JPAT
meeting! The meetings have great information from our Principal Mrs. Gorthy
and the things going on at Jefferson and in 509J School District. The JPAT News
will come home once a month to keep you apprised of the many JPAT happen-
ings at Jefferson. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me
or any board member (Patrice Jones, Susan Hetherington and Peter Gelser). If
you are interested in helping out, please contact Sandy Sears, volunteer coordi-
nator.

® Laurie Chaplen, JPAT President

Summer Work and Back+to+School Bigrhank You!

A big thank you and cheer to people
who contributed this summer and party, new staff welcome baskets, First-
for the start of the school year. Your Day-of-school and First-Day-of-Kinder-
work is appreciated! Summer Projectsgarten Welcome and the BBQ.

included the Jefferson front ower Again, many thanks,

peds, updatlr_1g _the JPAT website, _vvash— ® Laurie Chaplen, JPAT President
ing and repainting the Jefferson sign,

library work party, music room work
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Mark Your Calendar!

October
3rd
5th
5th
9th
11th
12th
17th
20th

November
1+21 Fall Food Drive
2nd  Family Game Night
7th

Walk + Bike to School
School Portraits
Hearing Screening
JPAT Meeting

Parent Coeee

NO SCHOOL+Teacher Prep.

NO SCHOOL+Prof. Dev. Day
NO SCHOOL+Non-Contract Day

Wildlife Stewards Work Pafty

8+9th NO SCHOOL+Parent Conferences

7+9th Scholastic Book Fair
12th NO SCHOOL+Veterans D
13th JPAT Meeting

1y Holida

17th  Wildlife Stewards Work Party
22nd NO SCHOOL+Thanksgiving Holida:
23rd  NO SCHOOL+Non-Contract Day

Jelerson Attendance Line
Call this number to report your child

757-5782

's absenc

JPAT Board Members

President

Laurie Chaplen YaYaYuYsy/sy/st/st/s/s%/s754-9633

chaplenl@comcast.net

Vice President
Patrice Jones YaYaYsY/sy/ sy a/s/sY/sY/aY/a7153-8883
jonespb@mac.com

Secretary
Susan Hetherington
smgalert@mac.com

Treasurer
Peter Gelser YaYaY/s/aYs/s/aYs/s/aYs753-8075
pgelser@yahoo.com

Volunteer Coordinator & Database
Sandy Sears YaYaYsV/s/a/a/aYaYaYaY/sT37- 5911
sjs_home@comcast.net

Y i o s4Y/5738-2136



J PAT NEWS continued

Direct Donation Drive

Wow! We had a fantastic Direct Donation Drive kick off at the Jefferson Fall BBQ.

We collected 33 donations of at least $120 and therefore will receive the maximum
matching funds of $2,250 (from our generous anonymous donors). We had two people
promise to donate their Oregon State kicker checks for an additional $1,600.

The total of funds collected at the BBQ and funds promised (including the kicker
checks) comes to $8,656! That's over half way to our ®nal goal of $16,000.

Remember the Direct Donation Drive continues through the end of December, so if
. u weren't aple to attend the BBQ (or forgot to bring your check book) don't despair.
Check the poster in the school entry to se%%grvé/ Ygepﬁ%r?{?/lggtime to make a contribution. If you didn't get a pledge form at the

BBQ, we will be mailing them out in the next couple of weeks.

KICkS fOf KIdS Thank you very much to all the folks who have contributed so far. We have a great

i |
Oregon's @Kicker® is a mechanism for refunding sur- community at Jelerson Elementary school.

plus revenue in the state's general fund to taxpayers.
The total amount of money to be refunded depends
on the di"erence between a forecast of tax revenues

for the biennium (the state legislature operates on ‘J PATS C rl p Prog ram o o

a 2-year funding cycle) and the actual amount of - Ap introduction: The JPAT Scrip program is a year round fundraiser

taxes collected during the biennium. For the latest hat doesn't cost you anything!Here's how it works:
biennium, the amount of this di"erence is $1.071

billion. Oregon taxpayers will be mailed checks on JPAT buys gift cards/certi®cates (*scrip®) at a discount and sells them to Jefferson

or before December 15, 2007. families and friends at face value. You can use the scrip as cash as you do your normal
shopping. Many local and national merchants have scrip available. For a complete list

The following are estimates of Kicker check amountOf What's available, pick up an order form inside the front entrance of school.

based on 2006 taxable income: Pro"t sharing: For each purchase that is made, the buyer has the option of designat-
Less than $20,000 -- $70 ing a Jefferson classroom or program (Art, Music, P.E., etc.)to receive half the pro®t that
$20,000 to $40,000 - $307 is made from that sale. This is a great way to boost the classroom budget!

$40,000 to $70,000 -- $593 Scrip is available for purchase every day 8:00-8:30 a.m and 2:20-2:50 p.m. in the front
$70,000 to $100,000 -- $1,000 entrance of school. You can also order scrip by completing an order form and return-
$100,000 and up -- $3,034 ing it with your check to the locked Scrip mailbox (inside the front entrance of school).

The Kicker is one of the reasons for the instability of YOUT SCrip can then be picked up in the of®ce the next day.

funding to schools. When the economy does better |, the 2006-2007 school year, JPAT raised nearly $6,500 through its scrip program. Our

than expected, and actual tax revenues exceed foreq | this year is to raise $7,000. Check the newsletter each month to see how we're
casted revenues, the money is returned to taxpayersdoing

When the economy does worse than expected, and » )
the state legislature has less money to operate with, If YOU have additional questions please contact Ann Blegen at

it has little choice except to cut funding to schools @nnblegen@comcast.net or 753-7622.

and other programs. The Kicker has a built-in bias
against state government funding for schools. escrip

Even though the funding situation for Corvallis
schools has recently improvedbwith the local
property tax levy and more money from the state
legislaturebmost people believe that funding is

still well below what it should be. Taxpayers have
the option of donating their Kicker check to the Safeway will donate 10% of your purchases of ~For more information on the Back to School

State School Fund. This distributes the money to allparticipating products made during that time to ~ promotion, please visit
schools in the state. Donating your Kicker check to JPAT. If your Safeway Club card is registered witHtp:/backtoschools.escrip.com/.
Je"erson's Direct Donation Drive allows the money €Scrip, the donation occurred automatically. If
to go directly to programs at Je"erson. your card is not registered, you should look for a
redemption code on your Safeway register receipt

The eScrip Back to School promotion at Safewaythe next time you shop there. Please turn
which ran from 7/18 + 9/4/07, is now over + but those receipts in to the locked scrip mailbox
your help is still needed to ensure that JPAT getsjust inside the door of Jefferson by October
all of the possible donations from Safeway! 13, 2007.



Art Cards artists:
Rosy, Everett and Zoe

Walk + Bike to School Day

Join school kids around the world as
we walk and bike to school oWednes-
day, October 3rdlit's good for your
health and good for the planet! If you
live too far away to walk or bike, make
an extra effort to ride the bus or car-
pool. Everyone can participate! Watch
for “yers about our celebrity crosswalk
hosts and other activities.

If you're a parent and you want to get

involved, contact Walk + Bike Day coordi-

nator, Brenda Van Develder, 752-8450.

Walk + Ride to School participants:
Ellis, Leo , and Ericka

Newsletter Submissions
Email article/event subnfissiliiesvte@ comcabynet
the 15th of the month for next month's edition!

Create
Personalized Cards
From Your Child's Art

The Jefferson Art Cards pro-
gram is a fun way to use your
child's artwork and support
Jefferson. For $6 you will get six
cards and envelopes. For $10 you
will get 12 cards. Order forms are
just inside the lobby underneath
the window. You will need to at-
tach the artwork (8 x 11 works best) to
the form but it will be returned with
the cards.

Rockin' Readers

Rockin Readers has started. It is a Jef-
ferson Elementary program where kids
may come early to school and go to the
Library at 7:50am to read or be paired
with an older reader to be read to. It

is a great opportunity for kids to enjoy
the Library and practice their reading
skills. For additional information, please
contact the school o#ce.

For more information, contact Alex
Regan at alexregan@hotmail.com
or 752-7961.

Book Drop for Used Books
Now In Place

A Book Drop for gently used books is
now in place inside the front entrance
of the school. Our library, classroom
libraries, Rockin' Readers, the Carnival
book walk and Jaguar Gems will all
bene®t from your donations. Books
not used by any of the above will be
sent to Sun ower House. Thanks to
Lisa Ebersole for decorating the Book
Drop!

Please contact Andrea Sur%eet, Librar-
ian, at andrea.sur%eet@corvallis.k12.
or.us with any questions.

Volunteers Needed

We have a great amount of parents volunteering to assist with various tasks this year, but we
could always use more! If you are willing to help out and have not volunteered for anything,
please contact me (sjs_home@comcast.net), I'm happy to assist you in ®nding something
that may suit your interests! Other volunteer opportunities are directly with you child's class-
rooms. You can always talk with your child's teachers about opportunities in their classrooms
where they could use your help.

We do have three open positions yet for this year that you may be interested in. 1)o-chair
position for Teacher Appreciation Week. If you are interested in helping out with this activity,
please contact Courtney Ponder (ponder@cheerful.com) and she can answer any questions
you may have about what is involved with this activity. The second position is the Fall Food
Drive. If you are interested in helping with this, please contact Laurie Chaplen (chaplen1l@
comcast.net) for more information on this project. The third position is the chair position of
the Site-Beauti®cation committee. Please contact Chrissy Lucas (chrissy.lucas@oregonstate.
edu) for additional information on this position.

Jefferson has a healthier environment, thanks to the help of all the wonderful parents who
volunteer!
« Sandy Sears,Volunteer Coordinator



J PAT NEWS continued

JPAT takes ACTION

For ourOctober 9, 2007meeting, we are extending a special invitation to parents
attendance new to Jefferson at all grade levels and our parents who have yet to attend a

JPAT (Jelerson Parents and Teachers) meeting
challenge o - _ _

Topics will include New Families Information and an overview of JPAT & Jefferson
to communication modalities (handouts, web site, etc). We need your valuable input as
we strive to improve communications to the Jefferson community.

increase _ : o : _
The special effort it takes to attend these meetings is recognized and greatly appreciated.

our Please join us for interactive discussions, presentations on fundraisers, updates on

various Jefferson events and happenings, pleasant conversation, and light snacks.

numbers Meetings start promptly at 6:30 pm and end no later than 8:00 pm. Childcare will be

provided. We look forward to seeing all of you.

* Patrice Jones, VP JPAT

Individual memberships for the 2007-2008 school year has been increased to $10.00,
because of a dues increase at the state level. With your membership you are eligible
to vote on JPAT decisions, particularly where the funding for the school goes that is
Are YO u raised by JPAT, as well as privileged access to both the Oregon PTA and National PTA
websites. Membership is on a yearly basis, so if you were a member in previous years,

aJ PATmember it's time now to renew!

yet ? Please act nowb® completing the membership form on this page and turning it in
. with your payment either at the next JPAT meeting or in the JPAT mailbox in the entry-
way of the school.

If you have any questions, please contact Susan Hetherington at 738-2136 or
smgalert@mac.com



